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In 2002, President George W. Bush enacted the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB), Section 9528, entitled “Armed Forces 
Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruiting Information.” 
It states that every school that receives public funding “shall 
provide military recruiters the same access to secondary school 
students as is provided generally to post secondary educational 
institutions or to prospective employers of those students.” In 
addition, this section also requires that these schools provide 
names, addresses and telephone numbers to the military recruiters.1 
In a series of reports published at the end of 2008, the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) claims that the Pentagon “regularly 
target(s) children under 17” and that “wartime enlistment quotas 
(for Iraq and Afghanistan) have placed increased pressure on 
military recruiters.”2 Despite the formal possibility in the NCLB Act 
for parents to “‘opt out’ of providing the information” regarding 
names and addresses, the ACLU claims that “many school districts 
do not have a clear process” for this, and one study “found that two 
in five respondents did not get a military op-out form.”3 Finally, 
the ACLU has found that African-Americans make up only 
16 percent of the civilian population, but represent about 
22 percent of the enlisted Army personnel. Therefore, the military 
has a practice of “strategically targeting low-income youth and 
students of color.” A similar situation applies to American people 
of Latino origin in the U.S. ACLU claims “PowerPoint training 
materials taken from the Department of Defense website based 
recruiting efforts ‘around stereotypes of Latino and African 
American youth, including adapting language to mimic “hip hop 
culture” and to appeal to “hotheaded” Latino culture.’”4 

 Since coming to office, Obama has held several press 
conferences and featured widely publicized high school visits 
regarding changes he has brought about to the NCLB.5; 6; 7 In 
addition, a Spanish version of Obama’s NCLB changes was also 
released.8 However, in order to accomplish the objectives of the 
Pentagon, Obama does not allude in any way in his comments or 
his legislative initiatives to the problem of aggressive military 
recruitment among U.S. youth in general nor specifically to racial 
profiling. If anything, Obama’s decentralization plans for the 
school system, one of the main features of the changes, can 
perhaps leave more leeway for the school boards to circumvent the 
opt-out clause in the NCLB. 
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 Taking the issue of the NCLB into account with Obama’s 
innumerable acclamations in favour of the military, “patriotism” 
and “service to the nation,” during his 2008 presidential campaign 
and thereafter, one can conclude that the Obama recruitment policy 
is yet another example of a new facade for the old Pentagon policy. 
Given Obama’s stepped-up foreign military adventures, it 
represents not merely an attempt to save the image of the military, 
but rather an offensive and thus an attempt to increase military 
recruitment, especially among youth and — within this age 
category — African-Americans and Latinos. Michelle Obama is 
also very involved, calling on women to join in combat and, in 
general, extolling the military in her role as a keynote speaker in 
prestigious events held at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point.9; 10; 11 Are the Obamas succeeding? It is too early to 
reach any conclusion. However, according to the most recent 
statistics available at the time of writing, 2010 was the first year 
since 2003 that the Pentagon has actually reported an increase over 
the previous year — albeit very slight (from 20.9 percent to 
21 percent) — for African-Americans enlisted among the forces.12 
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